The Campaign in Poland.   Autumn, 1914
not succeeded in keeping Japan from joining our enemies. That was the result of our unfortunate policy in pulling the chestnuts out of the fire for Russia after the peace of Shimonoseki in 1895, and preventing Japan from seizing Port Arthur. Russia never gave us any thanks for this, and it did us infinite harm with Japan. She naturally could not understand what interest we had in weakening her position.
The ultimatum handed to us by the Japanese Government in August, 1914, is said to have corresponded word for word with our ultimatum of 1895. We spoke at that time of the restoration of Port Arthur; now Japan spoke of the restoration of Kiaochau. The Japanese knows how to take his revenge !
As regards prospective operations it was to be expected that the Russians would pursue the Austrian Army, in spite of all the difficulties an advance involved. The area south of the Sandomir-Cracow stretch of the Vistula was indeed much too narrow for the Russians. An invasion of Hungary was out of the question for them at that time, as they ran the risk of being defeated north of the Carpathians. It could be taken for granted that the Russians would also advance below the confluence of the San ; in what strength and on what length of front depended essentially on whether they knew of the new German reinforcements and how they had taken their defeat in East Prussia.
As a matter of fact, the pursuit by the Russians across the San and the investment of Przemysl were undertaken by fveak forces only. In the first place they temporarily reinforced their troops on the Niemen. Immediately afterwards, however, when they realized the significance of the German advance, all their forces, including the newly-arrived Siberian Army Corps, were employed for a powerful advance across the Vistula on a wide front from Warsaw to the confluence of the San. The movement was in course of development during our conferences at Neu Sandec. We had to prepare for the imminent advance of the Russians across the San and north of the upper Vistula. In order to meet this, and bearing in mind the possibility of a flanking movement from Warsaw, it seemed advisable to bring part of the Austrian Army, which was crowded up, and out
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